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Thesis: It can be widely decided upon that Pope Pius XII did not publicly help the Jewish community during World War 2 and the Holocaust.  His fear of speaking out against Hitler, the Nazis and Gestapo came from different aspects of the time period: he was afraid of Hitler retaliating with violence against Rome and the Vatican, he was afraid of Hitler targeting all Catholic priests and clergy.  The Pope’s fear of Communism also helped trigger his silence: if Communism was the ultimate enemy, he should keep quite on the issues that weren’t as immense.  Overall, Pius XII’s goal was to do his part to protect Jews without endangering the lives of other Jews, or any member of the Catholic religion.  Pope Pius XII may not have condemned Nazism as some hoped or wished for, but he tried his best to help those in need and expose his beliefs of Hitler and the Nazi regime.
I. Background information on the Holocaust:

-brief overview of main concentration camps, number of Jews/Poles/Catholics/Serbs exec

-Hitler’s main goals

-allied powers vs Nazis- mention Russia being on side of US after non-aggression pact violated
II. Background information on Pope Pius XII

-first Roman pope in years

-outspoken against Nazism and racism before coming to Papacy

-info on encyclicals he wrote

III. Fear of Communism: it was the biggest enemy

-explain reasoning behind the evilness of communism: Catholic religion not allowed

-needing to defeat USSR/Russia/Stalin

-

-

-representing time period coming through US- US supported fear of Comm., therefore silently 
supported the Pope; US still not fond of Catholicism (JFK fear) but if it supported evil comm. it 
was ok

IV. Fear of Hitler retaliating with Violence against Rome and the Vatican

-did not want home and religious city destroyed

-many plans to assassinate the Pope (pope was aware)

-if Hitler could take over the city, he could take everything
V. Fear of targeting all priests, clergy, lay people

-Polish priests already sent to camps

-priests were trying to protect catholics and also jews

-acting upon orders given by pope: hiding jews in Rome/Vatican, monasteries, cathedrals

VI. Effors by Pope Pius XII

-any event of speaking out/encyclicals


-


-


-


-book in high support of pope: The Myth of Hitler’s Pope
VII. Critics of the Pope, Excommunication, my opinions


-book that goes against Pope/thinks he did the wrong thing by not speaking out


-I believe he did the right thing so not to kill more lives, etc
VIII. Conclusion

-restate thesis, weaving within critic’s opinions and mine
